Stephanie Perrin - Abstract

Disappearing Anonymity
The anonymity project for which I am the Research Coordinator is looking at the issues of identity from a multidisciplinary point of view.  While still at the early stages, one aspect of the work that I am interested in is why anonymity has been abandoned with such haste and distaste.  

The recently enacted European Charter of Human Rights puts a decided emphasis on the dignity of the human being, and this section of the Charter has a bearing on privacy even though the data protection rights fall under the second section, freedom and liberty.  Much of the surveillance implemented since 911 strikes at the heart of that respect for the dignity of humankind.  Much of the new ubiquitous or pervasive computing environment similarly ignores the autonomy of the human being, and arguably replaces that autonomy with the autonomy of information systems and infrastructures.  

My presentation on the panel will focus on the lack of respect for the autonomy and dignity of the human being, using RFIDs, digitized photo banks, and video surveillance and employee monitoring as examples of implementations that have passed the data protection law test but failed the Charter of Human Rights test.  The implications for the state of anonymity as a desired facet of human existence, and indeed a necessity for the psychological health of humanity, will be discussed to the extent such matters can be broached in 15 minutes.
